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REVISED UNIFORM ARBITRATION ACT 
States’ Substantive Deviations by Section 

 

 

SECTION 1: Definitions 

 

[No substantive deviations] 

 

SECTION 2: Notice 

 

 Minnesota  

o Allows the parties to agree to other methods of notice.  (Subsection (a)) 

 

SECTION 3: When [Act] Applies 

 Alaska  

o Provides carve-outs for labor-management contracts and collective bargaining 

agreements.  (Subsections (c) and (d)) 

 Arizona 

o Carves-out arbitration agreements between an employer and employee, in an 

insurance contract, between a national banking association or federal savings 

association and any customer, and in an arbitration conducted by self-regulatory 

organization (under relevant federal securities laws). (Subsection (B)) 

 Arkansas 

o Omits the provision (subsection (c)) requiring the Act to govern after a delayed 

date. 

 D.C. 

o Adds provisions regarding insurance policies that require arbitration (renders 

them void and unenforceable, except for when certain conditions are met).  

(Subsections (c) and (d)) 

o Adds provisions regarding arbitration proceedings governed by securities self-

regulatory organization rules.  (Subsection (f)) 

 Michigan 

o Adds a provision indicating the act “does not apply to an arbitration between 

members of a voluntary membership organization if arbitration is required an 

administered by the organization. However, a party to such an arbitration may 

request a court to ender an order confirming an arbitration award and the court 

may confirm the award or vacate the award [for reasons enumerated].”  

(Subsection (2)) 

 New Jersey 

o Carves-out arbitration between an “employer and a duly elected representative of 

employees under a collective bargaining agreement or collectively negotiated 

agreement.”  (Subsections (a), (b), and (c)) 

 New Mexico 

o Omits the provision (subsection (c)) requiring the Act to govern after a delayed 

date. 
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 North Carolina 

o Omits the provision (subsection (c)) requiring the Act to govern after a delayed 

date. 

o Carves-out arbitration of negligent health care claims.  (Subsection (c)) 

 Oregon 

o Does not include this section. 

 

 Washington 

o Carves-out arbitration governed by state’s Mandatory Arbitration of Civil Actions 

statute.  (Subsection (3)) 

o Carves-out arbitration agreements between employers and employees (or 

associations of employees).  (Subsection (4)) 

 

SECTION 4: Effect of Agreement to Arbitrate; Nonwaivable Provisions   

 

 Colorado  
o Adds a provision regarding waiver when the party is a “government, 

governmental subdivision, governmental agency, governmental instrumentality, 

public corporation, or…any commercial entity.”  (Subsection (3)(b)) 

 D.C.  
o Provides certain exceptions to the nonwaivable nature of provisions when the  

arbitration agreement is between insurers.  (Subsection (c)) 

 Florida 

o Adds to the list of nonwaivable items: “the effect of excluding from arbitration 

under this chapter disputes involving child custody, visitation or child support….”  

(Subsection (3)(k)) 

 New Jersey  
o Omits the exception that “an employer and a labor organization may waive the 

right to representation by a lawyer in a labor arbitration.”  (Subsection (b)(4)) 

o Provides an additional statement that “nothing in this act shall preclude the parties 

from expanding the scope of judicial review of an award by expressly providing 

for such expansion in a record.”  (Subsection (c)) 

 North Carolina 

o Provides that a waiver “contrary to this section shall not be effective” but will not 

void the agreement.  (Subsection (c)) 

 Oklahoma 

o Provides that the Act does not apply to collective bargaining agreements and 

insurance contracts, except for contracts between insurance companies.  

(Subsection (D)) 

 Oregon 

o Provides that the notice restriction and disclosure restriction provisions do not 

apply to insurers. (Subsection (4)) 

 Washington 

o Omits the exception that “an employer and a labor organization may waive the 

right to representation by a lawyer in a labor arbitration.”  (Subsection (b)(4)) 
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SECTION 5: [Application] for Judicial Relief 

 

[No substantive deviations] 

 

SECTION 6: Validity of Agreement to Arbitrate  

 

 Alaska 

o Adds a subsection regarding the invalidation of an arbitration provision based on 

fraud in the inducement. (Subsection (b)) 

o Limits the arbitrator’s responsibility to deciding whether a condition precedent to 

arbitration is fulfilled, not whether a contract is enforceable.  (Subsection (c)) 

 Florida 

o Adds that the section is also applicable to interlocal agreements regarding “water 

use permit applications and other matters, regardless of whether or not the water 

management district with jurisdiction over the subject application is a party to the 

interlocal agreement or a participant in the arbitration.”  (Subsection (5)) 

 Oregon  

o Adds a provision regarding the enforceability of arbitration agreements between 

employers and employees (mostly aimed at employee protection).  (Subsections 

(5) and (6)) 

o Limits the arbitrator’s responsibility to deciding whether a condition precedent to 

arbitration is fulfilled, not whether a contract is enforceable.  (Subsection (c)) 

 

SECTION 7: Motion to Compel or Stay Arbitration 

 

 Oklahoma 

o Includes the court’s ability to assess costs against a party opposing a motion if the 

opposition is not in good faith.  (Subsections (a)(2) and (b)) 

 Oregon 

o Provides for a jury trial of an issue if a constitutional right exists and the party 

requests it.  (Subsection (8))  

 

SECTION 8: Provisional Remedies 

 

 Florida 

o Adds a provision requiring the arbitrator to include factual findings and a legal 

basis for a provisional award of injunctive or equitable relief. 

o Allows a party to “seek to confirm or vacate a provisional remedy award for 

injunctive or equitable relief….”  (Subsections (4) and (5)) 

 

SECTION 9: Initiation of Arbitration 

 

[No substantive deviations] 
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SECTION 10: Consolidation of Separate Arbitration Proceedings 

 

 Arkansas 

o Adds a provision requiring an agreement that prohibits consolidation of 

claims/access to arbitration for a class of persons with substantially similar issues 

to be closely scrutinized for unconscionability.  (Subsection (d)) 

 Colorado 

o  Requires all parties to consent to the consolidation of claims.  (Subsection (a)) 

 Florida 

o Provides that this section does not “affect commencing, maintaining, or certifying 

a claim or defense on behalf of a class or as a class action.”  (Subsection (3)) 

 Minnesota  

o Adds a provision regarding an arbitrator’s decision to consolidate grievances 

arising under a collective bargaining agreement.  (Subsection (d)) 

 

SECTION 11: Appointment of Arbitrator; Service as a Neutral Arbitrator  

 

 Florida 

o Allows a court to appoint an arbitrator if “one or more of the parties failed to 

respond to the demand for arbitration” (among other grounds).  (Subsection 

(2)(c)) 

 New Jersey 

o Allows for an individual with an interest in the outcome of an arbitration or a 

relationship with a party to serve as an arbitrator if that information has been 

disclosed.  (Subsection (c)) 

o Requires good faith on the part of a party arbitrator.  (Subsection (d)) 

  

SECTION 12: Disclosure by Arbitrator 

 

 Alaska 

o Makes the partiality presumption regarding a neutral arbitrator who does not 

disclose relationships or interests rebuttable.  (Subsection (e)) 

 New Jersey 

o Adds a provision regarding the presumed partiality of a party arbitrator who does 

not disclose interests or relationships.  (Subsection (f)) 

o Adds a provision regarding the time frame, and subsequent waiver, for a party to 

object to an arbitrator who has disclosed required facts.  (Subsection (h)) 

 

SECTION 13: Action by Majority 

 

 Minnesota  

o Does not include the requirement in this section that all arbitrators conduct the 

hearing.  (But Minnesota does provide for this in its corresponding provision to 

Section 15.)   
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SECTION 14: Immunity of Arbitrator; Competency to Testify; Attorney’s Fees and Costs 

 

 Arkansas 

o Makes an exception to arbitrator immunity for statements/decisions when the 

arbitrator exhibited willful/wanton misconduct. (Subsection (a)) 

 North Carolina 

o Adds a subsection providing no immunity for “acts or omissions that occur with 

respect to the operation of a motor vehicle.” (Subsection (f)) 

 Washington  
o Does not include an action against an arbitrator to “produce records” for purposes 

of attorney’s fees and litigation expense recovery.  (Subsection (e))  

 

SECTION 15: Arbitration Process 

 

 Minnesota  

o Requires all arbitrators to conduct the hearing.  (Subsection (e)) 

 North Carolina  

o Adds a provision stating that the rules of evidence do not apply to arbitration 

proceedings, except for privileges and immunities.  (Subsection (f)) 

 Oklahoma  

o Provides the arbitrators with the ability to question witnesses.  (Subsection (a)) 

 Washington  

o Adds a provision regarding majority action; all arbitrators must conduct the 

hearing, but a majority must decide any issue and make an award.  (Subsection 

(5))  

 

SECTION 16: Representation by Lawyer 

 

[No substantive deviations] 

 

SECTION 17: Witnesses; Subpoenas; Depositions; Discovery 

 

 Colorado  

o Carves out the ability of an arbitrator to hold a party in contempt. (Subsection (d)) 

 North Carolina 

o Carves out the ability of an arbitrator to hold a party in contempt. (Subsection (h)) 

 Oklahoma  

o Provides for telephonic witness participation.  (Subsection (a)) 

 Oregon 

o In addition to arbitrators, allows attorneys to issue subpoenas.  (Subsections (1) 

and (7)) 

 Utah 

o Allows attorneys to issue subpoenas.  (Subsections (8)) 
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SECTION 18: Judicial Enforcement of Preaward Ruling by Arbitrator 

 

 Florida 

o Adds a subsection governing the confirmation and vacating of injunctive or 

equitable provisional awards.  (Subsection (2)) 

 North Carolina 

o Adds a provision precluding trial court review of an arbitrator’s ruling denying a 

request for a preaward ruling.  (Subsection (b)) 

o Adds a provision precluding “appeal from trial court orders and judgments on 

preaward rulings by an arbitrator after a trial court award….”  (Subsection (c)) 

 

SECTION 19: Award 

 

 Oklahoma  

o Provides the option to include the basis for the award (evidence and a conclusion) 

in the award, itself.  (Subsection (a)) 

o Adds a provision requiring the arbitrator to support the final decision with 

findings of fact and conclusions of law.  (Subsection (C)) 

 Oregon  

o Adds a documentation requirement for awards that the include payment of money.  

(Subsection (a)) 

 Oklahoma  

o Provides the option to include the basis for the award (evidence and a conclusion) 

in the award, itself.  (Subsection (a)) 

SECTION 20: Change of Award by Arbitrator 

 

[No substantive deviations] 

 

SECTION 21: Remedies; Fees and Expenses of Arbitration Proceeding 

 

 Arkansas  

o Does not specify whether punitive/exemplary damages are allowed.  It does 

provide that an arbitrator may award any damages authorized “by law in a civil 

action involving the same claim.” (Subsection (a)(1)) 

o Adds a provision allowing a party to request an arbitrator to specify the factual 

and legal basis of the award.  (Subsection (d)) 

 Colorado  

o Does not provide for a punitive/exemplary damages award.   

 Nevada  

o Does not provide for a punitive/exemplary damages award (omits RUAA 

subsections (a) and (e)). 

 North Carolina 

o Allows for punitive/exemplary damages if the agreement provides for such an 

award, if that relief is authorized by law, and if the evidence justifies the award 

under the legal standards.  (Subsection (a)) 
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o Allows for reasonable attorney’s fees if the agreement provides for such and it is 

authorized by law.  (Subsection (b)) 

 Oregon  

o Allows an arbitrator to award other reasonable expenses of arbitration “as may be 

specified in the arbitration agreement.”  (Subsection (b)) 

 

SECTION 22: Confirmation of Award 

 

 Oregon 

o Provides additional requirements for the confirmation process (required notice, 20 

day time limit to confirm an order).   

 

SECTION 23: Vacating Award 

 

 Colorado 

o Adds a subsection that indicates that “the fact that the relief was such that it could 

not or would not be granted by a court of law or equity is not grounds for vacating 

or refusing to confirm the award.”  (Subsection (1.5)) 

 DC 

o Adds a catch-all subsection for vacating an award (can vacate on “other 

reasonable ground”).  (Subsection (b)) 

 New Jersey  
o Extends the time to make a motion to vacate to 120 days.  (Subsection (b)) 

 

 

 Oregon  

o Shortens the time to make a motion to vacate to 20 days, except where award was 

procured by corruption, fraud, or undue influence, in which case the time limit is 

90 days.  (Subsection (2)) 

 Minnesota  

o Allows a rehearing for an award vacated on most grounds be conducted before a 

new arbitrator.  (Subsection (c)) 

o Allows a rehearing for an award vacated under (a)(3), (a)(4), or (a)(6) to be 

conducted by the awarding arbitrator or his/her successor.  (Subsection (c)) 

 

SECTION 24: Modification or Correction of Award 

 

 DC  

o Adds a provision governing consumer arbitration agreement modification.  

(Subsection (d)) 

 New Jersey 

o Extends the time to make a motion to modify to 120 days.  (Subsection (a)) 

 Oregon  

o Shortens the time to make a motion to modify to 20 days.  (Subsection (a)) 

o Adds a provision requiring service of a petition to modify on all parties.  

(Subsection (4))  
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 Washington  

o Requires a court to confirm the award if it does not modify or correct it (omitting 

the condition “unless a motion to vacate is pending”).  (Subsection (b)) 

 

SECTION 25: Judgment on Award: Attorney’s Fees and Litigation Expenses 

 

 Alaska  

o Omits two subsections ((b) and (c)); does not allow for reasonable costs of 

judicial proceedings nor reasonable attorney’s fees and litigation expenses. 

 Oregon  

o Does not allow for the recovery of reasonable litigation expenses.  (Subsection 

(c)) 

 

SECTION 26: Jurisdiction  

 

 Colorado  

o States that an arbitration agreement that provides for arbitration in the state 

confers jurisdiction on the court (as opposed to “exclusive jurisdiction”).   

(Subsection (b))   

 New Jersey 

o Adds a provision regarding procedural matters being governed by New Jersey 

Supreme Court rules.  (Subsection (c)) 

 

SECTION 27: Venue 

 

 DC  

o Does not include this section.   

 

 

 New Jersey 

o Provides that venue is proper in the “court of the county that would have venue if 

the matter were subject to Superior Court rules in civil actions,” or where the 

arbitration agreement specifies, or the court where the hearing has already been 

held.   

 

SECTION 28: Appeals 

 

 North Dakota  

o Adds a provision regarding insurance appeals (allowing for insurers/self-insureds 

to agree to renounce a right of appeal).  (Subsection (3)) 

 Arizona  

o Does not include this section. 
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SECTION 29: Uniformity of Application and Construction 

 

 Oklahoma  
o Includes a directive to review arbitration agreements for power 

imbalances/unconscionability.   

 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

 Florida  

o Adds a provision indicating the chapter does not apply to child custody, visitation, 

or support disputes.  (Section 36) 

o Adds language regarding the applicability of the act to will/trust provisions that 

require arbitration.  (Section 37) 

o Adds a provision revising the state’s worker’s compensation law to incorporate 

the state’s arbitration law.  (Section 38) 

 


